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Meeting in May. This year's meeting 
will be at 5-7pm on Thursday, May 7 
at the Ypsilanti Freighthouse. 

Another benefit of membership in 
the co-op is the chance to volunteer 
and get a discount. As a member, you 
get a two percent discount on all 
your non-sale/special item pur-
chases. Four percent once your share 
is completely purchased. When you 
volunteer for the co-op, not only to 
get to know the co-op a little better, 
you also get a discount of up to 12%. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Board Election Edition 
Dear Members, 

As I hope you know, there are 
many benefits to being a member 
of the Co-op. For one thing, it's our 
store. We, the members, are the 
owners. As owners, it's our job to 
determine what direction the Co-
op should take.  

The way we figure out future ac-
tions is by having a Board of                     
Directors, elected by the Co-op  
membership. The elections take 
place at the General Membership 

1. Co-op members will receive a ballot mailed with their May Ypsi Mix Newslet-

ter (or pick up one in the store). Voting begins April 20, 2015. 

2. Your ballot must be placed in an envelope with your name on the front (to 

verify membership).  

3. Envelopes may be placed in the collection box in the store or brought to the 

General Membership Meeting. 

4. Board members will verify membership, open ballots, and count them at the 

General Membership Meeting on 5/7/15.   

Voluntary 
and open 

membership 

Autonomy 
and inde-
pendence 

Concern for 
community 

Member 
economic 

participation 

Cooperation 
among coop-

eratives 

Democratic 
member 
control 

Education, 
training and 
information 

VOTEVOTEVOTE   
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For hints on 1975 attire, 

check out one of these 

classic films:  

1. 3 Days of the Condor 

2. Funny Lady 

3. Jaws 

4. Love & Death 

5. Monte Python & the 

Holy Grail 

6. Nashville 

7. Rocky Horror Picture 

Show 

8. Stepford Wives 

9. Tommy 

10.  Wonder Woman 

Candidates for the Board  

YFC’s 40th Birthday 
Join us in celebrating 
Ypsi Food Co-op’s 40th 
birthday on Saturday 
April 18. We’re cele-
brating by dressing up 
in classic 1975 apparel 
and eating a slice of 
complimentary birth-
day cake from our own 
Co-op Bakery!   

Want to join in the 
fun? It’s as easy as don-
ning a leisure suit or 
fringed vest! Come 
dressed as a time trav-
eler from 1975 and 
you’ll receive a 14% 
discount!     

Co-op staff will be 
decked out in glorious 

1970s styles as well.    

We’ll cut the birthday 
cake beginning at  
noon on Saturday 
4/18!  Free cake for all, 
until it runs out!   

Hope to see you at YFC 
on April 18! 

2012 

 Manager, Energy and 
Utilities Eastern Michigan 
University  

 YFC full-share member-
owner 2014 

YFC Experiences: 
Shopped Depot Town 
location; Shopped all 
Farmers Markets; At-
tended BOD meeting;  
Discussed opportunities 
with staff; Maintained 
Honeybee Alley; Visited 
with Grub Crawl; 
Cleaned sidewalk litter   

YFC benefits me through:  
1st.  Healthy, fresh, local, 
affordable food  
2nd.  Education on YFC 
operations, co-ops and 
local honey 
3rd.  Bike parking 

I support the following 
guiding principles for 
leadership: 
 Nutrition 
 Education 

 Strength in diversity 
 Safety in community 
 Respect for nature 
 Honesty 
 Hard work 
Quote me saying that too 
many people go hungry for 
any food to be wasted.  

Beth Currans 
I moved to Ypsilanti in Au-
gust 2010 to teach 
Women’s and Gender Stud-
ies at Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity.  One of the first 
things I did after arriving 
was join the Ypsilanti Food 
Co-op, which continues to 
be my primary grocery 
store.  I am interested in 

Joel M. Baetens  
To serve the YFC is to 
strengthen the commu-
nity through education, 
health, and employment. 
I will utilize my knowl-
edge and experiences 
when attending monthly 
board meetings, commit-
tee work, and outside 
training. 

 Founder of 501©3 Peo-
ple Helping Everyone Eat 
Daily  (PHEED) 2010 

 BSE ECE Oakland Univer-
sity 2010  

 MS RCl University of Day-
ton 2011 

 Resident of Ypsilanti 

Continued following page 

Five candidates have turned in applications to serve on our Board of Directors. 
(There are 3 empty seats.) The five candidates are Joel M. Baetens, Beth Currans, 
Karin Keim, Joe Montgomery, and Cheryl Weber.  Read on for candidate statements. 



Board Candidates, cont’d 
I am willing and able to at-
tend monthly board meet-
ings, serve on committees, 
and attend trainings.  I ap-
preciate your consideration 
of my candidacy.  

 

Karin Keim 
•  Graduated from NAU 
with BS in Accounting in 
December of 1974 

•  Worked for First Federal 
Savings and Loan and sev-
eral CPA firms 

•  Earned CPA license 1979 

•  Worked at home from 
1981 through 2002, includ-
ing volunteer/part time 
accounting with various 
companies, mostly co-ops 
and non-profits 

•  Have worked with the 
Ypsilanti Food Co-op since 
September, 1983 in many 
different capacities 

•  Worked at SafeHouse as 
Finance and Operations 
Director 2002 - 2005 

•  Worked at Community 
Living Services, Inc., a non-
profit agency working with 
individuals with develop-
mental disabilities, as a 
Senior Accountant/
Accounting Mgr 2006–14 

• Currently work at the In-
ter-Cooperative Council 
student housing co-ops in 
Ann Arbor as the Director 
of Financial Services 

I would like to be on the 
board to continue the work 
that we have started and to 
help with continuity from 
prior years. 

I have worked and shopped 
at the YFC since 1983.  Some 
of the areas I have worked in:  
accounting and financials, on 
the board, inventory, fair-
shares and mailings, com-
puters, bylaws, insurance and 
general office work.  I have 
also worked with babysitting 
co-ops, co-op preschools and 
now housing co-ops. 

The Co-op gave me the op-
portunity over the years to 
keep up with my accounting 
and computer skills, but al-
lowed me to spent time with 
my children (Jon and Kait) as 
they were growing up at the 
co-op!  I also learned about 
co-op principles in general 
and I was introduced to an 
alternative economic model 
that makes sense to me. 

I have skills in finance, educa-
tion and planning.  My history 
with the co-op gives me a 
corporate memory of the co-
op that goes back 32 years! 

I can commit to monthly 
board meetings, committee 
work and outside training.  

Joe Montgomery 
I am running for a position on 
the Ypsilanti Food Coopera-

serving on the board be-
cause I believe the co-op is 
an invaluable local resource 
that not only provides a 
location for people to buy 
healthy food, but also pro-
vides a model of democ-
ratic ownership and gov-
ernance.  I am invested in 
greater community partici-
pation in various aspects of 
civic life and believe that 
cooperative governance of 
institutions such as food co
-ops is one way to increase 
people’s investment in 
their community. 

I have been involved in 
grassroots and community 
organizations for over 15 
years.  Among the organiza-
tions I’ve worked with have 
been established non-
profits and ad-hoc group-
ings of people working to-
gether to address milita-
rism, economic and racial 
inequities, gender inequal-
ity, and homophobia 
through multi-year cam-
paigns, public demonstra-
tions, educational out-
reach, and media advocacy.  
I have also supported stu-
dent activists at EMU and 
at universities in Virginia 
and California where I 
worked prior to moving to 
Michigan.  

I see serving on the Co-op 
board as an opportunity to 
demonstrate my invest-
ment in this community 
and to support this model 
of community governance.  
I teach and write about 
grassroots movements and 
participatory democracy 
and would value the oppor-
tunity to practice these 
ideas in a new forum. 

Continued following page 
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tive Board of Directors be-
cause I plan to continue 
helping the Co-op to serve 
the community of Ypsilanti.  

From 2005 until 2013, I 
worked at the Co-op when-
ever I wasn’t away at college 
or doing an internship at a 
local organic farm. I started 
as a helper to the produce 
manager, and eventually 
became a cashier, in addition 
to running the beer and wine 
department. Even after re-
signing from my position at 
the Co-op in the fall of 2013 
to focus on teaching and 
completing my Master’s de-
gree at Eastern Michigan 
University, I continued to 
serve by volunteering on the 
Board’s election committee.  

In the time since I left the Co
-op, I have served on and led 
a number of committees for 
the program I teach in, and I 
founded and have served as 
president of the English 
Graduate Student Associa-
tion at EMU for the last two 
years. I have spent this time 
working with groups of col-
leagues to achieve a number 
of successful program devel-

opment initiatives, and now 
I’d like to put that experi-
ence to work for the Co-op 
and for Ypsi.  

Now that I am completing 
my Master’s program, I can 
once again commit my time 
to that which I’ve been doing 
for almost a decade: serving 
the Co-op and the larger 
community. My interest in 
issues of environmental and 
food justice and my dedica-
tion to expanding healthy 
food access to everyone in 
Ypsi, coupled with my knowl-
edge of the Co-op and my 
commitment to transpar-
ency and fairness, make me 
an excellent candidate for 
Board of Directors.  

Cheryl Weber 

I have participated in the Ypsi-
lanti Food Co op, in its various 
forms for about 40 years. The 
transitions from a co-
operative purchasing opportu-
nity to having physical loca-
tions at Sheridan Street, Perrin 
Street, and now River Street 
with expansions into a co-
operative bakery, model for 
solar sustainability, bee-
keeping, and participation in 
our local farmers market are 
not an exhaustive list of our 
impact on the local commu-
nity. I am very proud to be a 
part of the food oasis. 

The Ypsilanti Food Co op has 
been an important aspect of 
my life for a very long time. I 
have previously been a volun-
teer, and a board member. 
Our board is currently in an 
exciting evolutionary growth 
phase. From what I have 
learned already, we are poised 
for growth from a still rela-
tively small co op to an even 
stronger future. 

We also share a fine pot-
luck meal together and 
hold the Board election at 
this time.  Please bring a 
dish to pass.  As a expres-
sion of international coop-
erative Principle #2,  
Democratic Member Con-
trol, join us and vote!  

Each year, members gather 
to hear about what the 
busy bees at the Ypsi Food 
Co-op have been up to all 
year.  We’ll hear a “State 
of the Co-op” report from 
our General Manager, up-
dates from the Board of 
Directors, and other news.   

The General Membership 
Meeting will take place 
Thursday May 7 from 5-
7pm at the historic Ypsi-
lanti Freighthouse.    

Plan to stay for a special 
meeting to discuss Eden 
Foods following the Gen-
eral Membership Meeting. 

General Membership Meeting 

I came to EMU to be a 
teacher. Other talents led 
me into crisis intervention, 
peer counseling, psychol-
ogy, and mental health 
work. Along the way, I ran 
a convenience store, in-
creasing its business 300%. 
(not too hard as it was run 
poorly before.) Currently I 
am the Assistant Director 
of a non-profit drop-in cen-
ter for mental health con-
sumers. 

I participate in our larger 
community on advisories 
for AAATA and Ypsilanti 
Planning Department, Non
-motorized Committee and 
a member of The Ypsilanti 
Thrift Shop. In the past, I 
have been a Friend of the 
Freighthouse, and involved 
in several local initiatives. 

From this, I hope to con-
tribute to our Ypsilanti 
Food Co op. Thank you in 
advance for making it so.  



Easter insert 

 

  Fresh     Local     Delicious 

 

OP CO 
Easter Specials 

Passover Offerings from Sweets: 

 Chocolate-dipped macaroons  

 Walnut Date cake slices 

 Chocolate Matzo Brittle 

 Meringue cookies  

From our Co-op Bakery: 

 Carrot Cakes 

 Lemon Cheesecakes! 

 Coconut Cakes & cupcakes 

 Lemon bars & Easter decorated cookies 

                  Open Daily 9 to 9  

Seasonal Breads:   

 Challah—eggy & sweet 

 Hot Cross Buns 

 

 

    

And more!   

 Organic Jelly beans & Chocolate bunnies 

 Easter lilies, Hycacinths & Primroses  

 Natural egg dying kits & Food coloring 

 Local white eggs $3/2 dz 

CO mplete holiday 



YPSILANTI FOOD CO-OP 

General Manager 

Corinne Sikorski 

Corinne@ypsifoodcoop.org 

 

Editor 

Lisa Marshall Bashert 

lisa@ypsifoodcoop.org 

 

Special Thanks to:  

Our Board and all the staff, 

volunteers and members 

 

Printer 

Standard Printing, Ypsilanti, MI 

Printed on 100% recycled paper from 

the French Paper Company of Niles, MI  

Sunday April 5, 2015 
Co-op Closed for Easter Sunday  

Monday April 6, 7:00pm  
Permaculture Meeting at Gilbert Residence, 
203 South Huron, Ypsilanti 
Join Abundant Michigan for its monthly permaculture meeting. 
Entitled, “Fantastic Fungi” we’ll explore Nature's internet, my-
corrhizal plant relationships, and how mushrooms eat oil spills. 
Suggested donation: $10 or gift equivalent. 

Thursday April 9, 10am-2pm  
Earth Day at WCC Student Center 
Visit your Co-op booth, nibble a free organic YFC Bakery-made 
cookie, and learn more about sustainability in your community.   

Friday April 10, 6pm 
Film: “Open Sesame” at downtown Ypsi Library,  
229 W Michigan Ave, Ypsi 
Thrive Ypsi presents: “Open Sesame: The Story of Seeds.” The 
film portrays the impact of the increasing loss of genetic diver-
sity due to the control of seeds (and our food supply) by large 
corporations. Discussion of the film will follow along with making 
seed bombs. Seed bombing is a form of guerilla gardening that is 
often used to help spread useful plants in areas that need it. 
Seed-based refreshments provided.  

Sunday April 19,  12:00-4:00pm 
Earth Day at Leslie Science Center 
Fresh fruit, veggies and fun to be found at the YFC table— 
come visit!  

Tues April 21, 
6:30pm 
Board Meeting 
Board meetings are open to the membership to 
observe and participate in except when an executive session is 
called.  Enter at 308 N River—in office upstairs. 

Monday April 20,  6:00-6:45pm 
New Member Orientation at YFC 
“Get to Know Your Co-op!” with a short presentation and  
a tour of the Food Co-op. 12% grocery discount for attending!  
New members especially invited.  

SAVE THE DATE:  Sat May 2 9am-1pm and Tues May 5, 3-7pm 
Ypsi Farmers Markets Open 
Saturday markets take place in Depot Town on the Freighthouse 
Plaza (Rice & E Cross) and Tuesday markets take place on Ferris St. 
adjacent to the post office (Ferris & Adams). Note new time for 
the Tuesday Market.  See you there! 

SAVE THE DATE:  Thursday May 7, 5:00-7:00pm  
Co-op Annual General Membership Meeting at Freighthouse 
All member/owners & shoppers welcome. Reports about 2014,  
Board election, and a potluck dinner. Please bring a dish to pass.   
Following the meeting, plan to stay to discuss Eden Foods with  
fellow concerned cooperators. 
 
 

Apri l  Events  

For more information, contact our general manager, Corinne at 483-1354.  

Voting instructions are posted on our website at www.ypsifoodcoop.org or 
on the front page of this newsletter. I hope to see you in the store, and at 
the annual General Membership Meeting on Thursday May 7 at the Ypsi 
Freighthouse. 

— Liz Dahl MacGregor, President of the YFC Board 

(Continued from page 1) 

Ypsi Food Co-op Monthly Coupon 

April 2015 

Save on Spring Cleaning!   

1 
cleaning products priced 

$5.00  

and above  

$ 
off 

Ypsi Food Co-op Monthly Coupon 

April 2015 

Save on Moxie!   

1 
Moxie hair care products  

(excluding trial sizes)  

$ 
off 


